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Morris County, NJ, June 21st 2009  
     Yazo’s late strike seals Colonials victory 

 
A 90th minute goal by Jonathan Yazo meant a midsummer night’s dream come true for Rob Alman’s Colonials in a 2-1 win at New 
York Athletic Club.  Following the confidence-boosting 5-1 victory at home to Maine, the Colonials were prepared for a tough battle 
at a ground where they lost narrowly last year. 
 
Once again, the early signs were positive for the New Jersey outfit as Steve Jakubowski continued his run of excellent form when 
he received the ball on the edge of the penalty area in the 6th minute, drove past the NYAC defender, but saw his shot cannon off 
the post.  Fortunately, Jean-Pierre Perez was on hand to slot the rebound home with a well placed left-footed shot to open the 
scoring. With torrential rain making the turf field even slicker than usual, both sides were focusing on good quality passing and 
control.  NYAC’s Adrian Moses consistently found pockets of space in order to spray passes around and challenge the Colonials’ 
defensive organization which passed the test until the 29th minute. With the slippery conditions, play-
ers from both teams found keeping their feet tricky, but the Colonials were harshly punished when a 
NYAC player went to ground to the left of the Colonials’ area and the referee awarded a free-kick.  
From Moses’ delivery, a glancing header took the ball past Mike Roura and found the net to even up 
the score, a tough break for Alman’s outfit. With the scores level at the half, the Colonials had to focus 
on maintaining good quality possession and service from wide areas.  Alman implored his Colonials to 
keep cool, keep passing the ball and keep believing in themselves. It was clear that details would 
make the difference in such an even contest and with good strength on the Colonials’ bench, Alman 
knew he could bring on potential match-winners.   
 
The second half saw an increase in the intensity of the challenges and the atmosphere reflected the 
dark, heavy clouds hovering over the ground.  The Colonials’ defense dealt well with any aerial balls 
and Chris Vaccaro typified the spirit within the team by consistently winning tackles and launching 
attacks down the right. With scoring opportunities at a premium, the introduction of the creative Yazo 
in the 68th minute was an indication that the Colonials were eager to push on for the win.  In the 75th 
minute, Yazo unleashed a powerful shot which was only parried by NYAC’s keeper and fell invitingly to 
Jakubowski with the goal at his mercy.  Unfortunately, his first-time effort went just wide and a fantastic 
chance was missed to retake the lead. 
 
As the tension grew and the clock ticked towards the final minute of normal time, Yazo again picked up the ball in a pocket of 
space, advanced with intent and fired off another powerful shot which took a deflection, wrong-footed the keeper and put the Colo-
nials ahead. Three minutes of injury time were announced and it was crucial for the Colonials to re-focus and concentrate on bring-
ing home the victory.  Another penetrative break by Moses saw him upended on the edge of the penalty area.  The resultant free-
kick was blasted over the bar, however, and the Colonials marked more milestones with their first road win and their second con-
secutive win, a great achievement for the young franchise. 
 
With another tough away fixture on Wednesday evening against Long Island Academy, Rob Alman’s men now have the confi-
dence and belief, not to mention the ability, to go and perform well against the traditional Conference powerhouses.    
 
The Morris County Colonials play in the National Premier Soccer League, the highest level of men’s amateur soccer in the United 
States. The Colonials are a member of the New Jersey Soccer group; a management group providing a full range of soccer ser-
vices in Northern NJ.  
 
Colonials Line Up: Mike Roura, Chris Vaccaro  Ben Tolkowski, Dan Sauerhoff, Sam Bryant,  Jorge Blacido, Jonny Donardo, Jean 
Pierre Perez ,Mario Maggia,  Steve Jakubowski, Anthony Danese. Subs: Jonathan Yazo (68), Andy Cesti (86) , Mi-
guel      Fontan,  Trey Kukwa (46), Andrew Zalk (60), James Hohau (60).  
  
More about the Colonials at  www.ColonialSoccer.com  
More about the NPSL at                 www.NPSL.info/  
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