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Aztecs repeat victory over Magic

In a repeat of last weekend’s game, the Millburn Magic tonight traveled up to Amhurst, MA to face the Boston Aztecs. After
a fantastic opening 25 minutes of the game in which the Magic frustrated the Aztecs by limiting their opportunities to create
chances on goal, while threatening on the counter attack, the Magic suffered as disastrous five minutes which saw them
concede three goals. Millburn, facing a team consisting on 10 players with professional contracts with the Boston Breakers,
were unable to overcome the deficit and the game ended with a 3-0 defeat for the Magic.

Fantastic work across the backline, commanded by Katelin Blaine, limited the Aztecs to long range shots in the first 25
minutes as the Magic set out to make life difficult for Boston. The speed of Sophia Mundy was the greatest direct threat
the Magic; but Kim Malecki, working tirelessly to counter Mundy’s threat, limited the midfielder’s impact on the game.
Despite all their good work, the Magic then suffered a disastrous 5 minutes which cost them the
game. After giving away possession deep in their own half, their was little the Magic could do to
recover as Carol Tognetti picked up the ball and played Rebekah Splaine in who smashed the ball
past Lia Fierro in goal on the 27™ minute. Before the Magic could regain their composure after
falling behind, Splaine got her second goal in as many minutes. A fantastic run by the dominant fe
Mundy created space in the middle, a nice ball across the by was coolly finished by Splaine with
little Fierro could do. In the 32" minute, for the second consecutive game, the Magic conceded a
penalty which Mundy stepped up to take. Her well struck effort was well saved by Fierro diving low
to her left. Unfortunately for the Magic, Maggie Tomecka was first to react and fired the ball into
the unguarded net to give the Aztecs a comfortable 3-0 lead. Despite the scoreline, the Magic were
not without their changes. Forward Kat Sheeleigh caused problems for the Aztecs defense, holding
the ball up well when in possession and chasing and pressuring the ball all game long, forcing the
Aztecs into mistakes. Sheeleigh’s developing partnership with Amanda Malkiewicz created chances §
for the Magic; their speed and determination seeing the pair through, despite being out numbered
and outsized by Boston’s defense. Malecki in Action

The second half saw the Magic, driven on by the hard working Tara Ricciardi in center midfield, take a more offensive
approach to the game. A solid second half display saw the Magic match the Aztecs player for player all over the field.
Boston created little and were clearly rattled by the determination of the Magic players, resulting in two yellow cards, while
Sheeleigh and the dangerous Katie Ryan almost gained consolation goals on many number of effective breaks. After playing
one of the top teams in the league twice in 8 days, the Magic will have gained valuable experience and will use their good
performances to build on in forthcoming games. The Magic now continue their journey north to Maine where they will face
the Maine Tide. The Magic return to Millburn this Wednesday when they will host the Adirondack Lynx at Millburn High
School, 7pm kick off.

The Millburn Magic is the Northern NJ member of the Women'’s Premier Soccer League, an independent national league
representing the highest level of amateur soccer in the United States. The Millburn Magic are part of the New Jersey Soccer
Group, a management company for a family of soccer based organizations offering a full range of soccer services in New
Jersey.

Magic Line Up: Lia Fierro, Amanda Malkiewicz, Carly Bray, Kim Malecki, Katy Fissel, Kaitlin Blaine, Tara Ricciardi, Kat
Sheeleigh, Kelly Sims, Ashley Ventura, Leah Jerome. Subs. Katie Ryan (25), Kelly Feely, (18), Robin Chernow.
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